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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


R.  BROWN,  TREASURER  OF  GOFFSTOWN  FOR  1876. 

Br. 


dved  of  former  Treasurer, 

$3,175  79 

Interest  on  bond,     . 

12  00 

George  P.  Hadley,   2d,    plank 

sold,           .... 

4  57 

Eliphalet    Richards,     Collector 

for  1873, 

265  97 

D.    M.    Taggart,  Collector   for 

1875,          .... 

850  94 

John    Small,  money   for   coffin 

refunded, 

16  00 

Railroad  tax, 

261  16 

Savings  bank  tax, 

2,467  38 

County,  for  support  of  paupers, 

225  73 

Francis  H.    Phillips,    Collector 

for  1874, 

99  45 

Selectmen,  for  cemetery  wall  at 

Centei*, 

18  50 

Alfred  Poore,  interest  on  taxes 

for  1876, 

15  38 

D.  M.  Taggart,  interest  on  taxes 

for  1875, 

38  12 

D.  M.  Taggart,  interest  on  note,        261  00 
Use  of  Town  House  for  1876,  92  00 

Alfred  Poore,Collector  for  1876,      8,730  12 


.6,534  11 


Cr. 

By  State  tax,  I        I        .         .         .  $2,144  00 

County  tax, 1,215  12 

Orders  paid, 11,712 '98 

$15,072  10 

In  Treasurer's  hands   at  time   of  settlement  with 

Auditors, $1,462  01 

ROBINSON  BROWN, 

Treasurer. 


SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


Orders  drawn  from  March  1st,  1876,  to  March  1st,  1877. 

HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Francis  O.  Colby,  non  resident  highway  tax,     .         .  $5  0O 

Nathaniel  E.  Kimball,         "              "            .  7  72 

Rodney  Johnson,  breaking  roads  in  winter  of  1875,  14  87 

Alfred  Poore,  labor  and  plank  for  bridge,         ,         .  66  20 

George  P.  Hadley,  2d,  snowing  bridge,         .         .  3  25 

L.  D.  Hunkins,  working  non-resident  highway  tax,  .  3  00 

Samuel  A.  Richard,  working  on  roads,         .  2  00 

S.  J.  Tenney,  breaking  roads  in  1875,       ...  5  10 

S.  P.  Gage,         <             "             "...  13  14 


■Chas.  E.  Smith,  labor  on  Dow  bridge, 

John  Towns,  work  on  roads  in  1875,     . 

J.  E.  Junkins,  lighting  bridge  to  May  17, 

Thomas  D.  Sargent,  work  on  roads, 

Pike  &  Heald,  lantern  for  bridges, 

John  B.  Varick,  spikes, 

J.  M.  &  D.  A.  Parker,  plank  for  bridge,  . 

E.  C.  Shirley,  labor  on  roads, 

C.  H.  Lanchester,  lighting  bridge,     . 

George  L.  Barrett,  work  on  roads, 

John  Butterfield,  work  on  Bog  Brook  bridge, 

Joseph  Cram,  work  on  roads, 

B.  F.  Hazen,  labor  on  roads, 
Benj.  Greer,  " 
Chas.  Spencer,  "  ... 
Dan'l  L.  Merrill,        "            ... 
Elijah  Johnson,  labor  on  bridge, 

A.  Poor,  plank,  .         ...        -         . 

H.  L.  Richardson,  work  on  roads,     . 

C.  K.  Pierce,  working  non-resident  tax, 
Leonard  Robertson,  breaking  roads, 
Henry  Moore,  "  "  . 
Sewell  StrattOD,             "             "      in  March 
Dan'l  Plummer,             "             "  t 
John  B.  Jones,              "             " 

"  working  non-resident  tax, 

Daniel  Plummer,  "  " 

Lewis  Sargent,  "  "  . 

George  L.  Barrett,  working  on  roads, 
A.  Poor,  non-resident  tax  worked  out, 
Irad  Poor,  labor  on  roads, 
George  A.  Perkins,  labor  on  roads, 
Warren  Harriman, 
John  W.  Merrill, 
L.  G.  Merrill, 
Jacob  A.  Flauders, 
W.  H.  Poor, 


7  50 

1 

10  00 

6  25 

1  67 

8  25 

3  78 

108  62 

37  50 

15  00 

4  00 

96  00 

'  18  00 

6  62 

3  50 

3  00 

3  00 

1  25 

• 

15  65 

2  00 

3  85 

15  00 

21  87 

1876, 

6  00 

20  36 

16  92 

5  50 

2  25 

7  25 

28  94 

59  23 

6  00 

1  44 

1  50 

11  00 

12  31 

1  50 

• 

20  07 

6 

W.  H.  Poor,  working  non-resident  tax,  .  4  30 

David  M.  Taggart,  non-resident  tax  worked  out,      .  8  00 

$724  80 


564  45 


SUPPORT  OF  THE  POOR. 

James  Ferson,  support  of  Clara  Richardson,  county- 
pauper,      $80  00 

Hillsborough  County  Farm,  for  board  of  town  pau- 
pers,   

Reform  School,  support  of  Rodney  Stinson,  county 

pauper, 52  00 

Insane  Asylum,  board  of  S.  Dunlap,  .         .         .         120  29 

William  Cunningham,  keeping  22  tramps,         .         .  29  50 

George  M'.  Eaton,  wood  for  Colby,  county  pauper,   .  6  ,25 

A.  Poor,  "  "  «"'•',«'.  8  43 

Dr.  C.  F.  George,  attendance  on  Colby,   ...  1  00 

George  P.  Hadley,  2nd,  wood  for  Gillis,  a  county 

pauper, 

Dr.   A.  F.  Can*,  attending  French  families,  county 

paupers,    .         .         ...         .         .         .  10  25 

Dr.  C.  F.  George,  attending  Gillis,  ....  3  75 

George  O.  Waite,  keeping  Jamesons,       ...  5  00 

John  Small,  coffin  for  Porter  Colby,  .         .         .  16  00 

Dr.  A.  F.  Can*,  attendance  on  French  families,  coun- 
ty paupers,         .         .         .         .         .         .         .  12  00 

$910  92 


2  00 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

John  Whipple,  painting, $17  00 

Campbell  &  Hanscom,  printing  town  reports  1875,  44  00 

Tewksbury  &  Brothers,  stationery,   ....  3  50 


Temple  &  Farrington,  blank  book  for  Town  Clerk, 
Frank  Hadley,  record   of  births   and   deaths,  (cash 

paid  doctors), 

Thomas  Wilson,  damage  to  wagon  on  road, 

C.  M.  Edgerley,  insurance  on  Town  House, 

Andrew  McDougall,  watering  trough, 

J.  F.  James,  making  a  report  of  perambulation, 

Kendall,  Hadley  &  Co.,  lumber, 

Allen  Waldo,  watering  trough, 

Jesse  V.  Tirrell,    "  " 

Alonzo  Carlton,  damage  on  road, 

Moore  &  Campbell,  watering  trough 

Horace  Hazen,  damage  to  plough, 

Parker  &  Co.,  curtains  for  hall, 

Robinson  Brown,  time  and  expense  at  Concord, 

Parker  &  Co.,  paints,  oils,  &c, 

W.  H.  Weeks,  services, 

P.  H.  Pattee,  watering  trough,  2  years, 

E.  C.  Colby,  labor  on  cemetery  fence, 

Richards  &  Hadley,  spikes,  powder  and  fuse, 

Culver  &  Carter,  damage  to  wagon, 

A.  Poor,  cash  paid  for  inventory  book  and  stationery. 

and  work  on  cemetery,      .... 
Francis  O.  Colby,  watering  trough, 
John  Whipple,  painting  cemetery  fence, 
George  P.  Hadley,  2d,  stationery,  warrants,  Collec 

tor's  book,  telegraphing  and  expenses, 
George  P.   Hadley,  2d,  expense  at  three  terms  of 

court,  and  at  Concord, 
Warren  Harriman,  watering  trough, 
G.  F.  Farley,  damage  to  sled, 
S.  L.  Flanders,  incidental  expense, 
Ernest   Johnson,    expense   of  lighting   Town   Hall 

wood,  &c,         ...... 

Ernest  Johnson,  taking  care  of  Town  House, 
Frank  Hadley,  incidental  expense  of  Town  Clerk 


25  00 


14 

50 

8 

00 

30 

00 

3 

00 

2 

00 

36 

30 

3 

00 

3 

00 

10 

00 

3 

00 

3 

00 

2 

83 

4 

00 

20 

88 

3 

50 

6 

00 

15 

00 

4 

90 

4 

75 

17 

69 

3 

GO 

6 

31 

9  30 


3 

00 

8 

00 

3 

96 

20 

74 

37 

50 

11 

61 

8 


Robinson  Brown,  balance  not  paid  by  Flanders  for 
use  of  Town  House,  r 


7  75 


$410  02 


EXPENSE  OF  BUILDING  A  TRAMP  HOUSE. 

W.  H.  H.  Hart,  labor  and  materials  found, 
Richards  &  Hadley,  lumber,  nails,  &c,     . 

John  Brown,  stove, 

George  F.  Bosher,  blankets, 


ABATEMENT  OF  TAXES. 

Leonard  Robertson,  over  taxed  on  lumber  in  1875 

E.  0.  Shirley,  "         "  "        " 
Samuel  A.   Richards,  tax  on  widow  Bailey,  house 

not  owned, 

Benj.  F.  Merrill,  tax  on  land  not  owned,  . 

F.  H.  Phillips,  abatements  in  1874,  . 
George  L.  Barrett,  land  valued  too  high, 
Alfred  Poor,  list  of  abatements, 

"  "    discount  on  taxes, 

D.  M.  Taggart,  list  of  abatements,   . 


13 

72 

31 

92 

5 

60 

5 

50 

74 


$3 

84 

3 

84 

4 

59 

4 

06 

13 

66 

2 

00 

40 

30 

222 

98 

21 

33 

$316  60 


SHEEP  BILLS. 

Frank  Pierce, $9  00 

Sewall  Stratton, 7  00 

Charles  George, 9  00 


Daniel  Shirley, 
J.  G.  Carr, 
Robert  M.  Shirley, 
Samuel  Orr, 
George  W.  Rowe, 


Dog  tax, 


5 

00 

40 

00 

12 

00 

13 

00 

10 

00 

$105  00 

.       $137  00 

TOWN  NOTES  AND  INTEREST  PAID. 


Lucy  Hadley,  interest  on 

notes, 

$10  00 

a 

a 

40  07 

Julia  A.  Little, 

a 

. 

20  17 

Sallie  Parker, 

a 

. 

66  00 

L.  Abbie  Warren, 

note  and  interest, 

410  50 

Artemus  Whitney, 

u 

« 

908  16 

Rhoda  Richards, 

cc 

a 

371  55 

Rebecca  Burnharn, 

a 

a 

.      2,105  89 

Silas  W.  Little, 

a 

u 

715  43 

$4,647  77 

NOTES  OUTSTANDING,  MARCH  1,  1877. 

Lucy  Hadley,    . 
Elizabeth  A.  Richards, 
Julia  A.  Warren, 
Naomi  J.  Warren, 
Sallie  Parker, 
Julia  A.  Little, 


$683 

85 

491 

83 

637 

68 

221 

49 

1,687 

50 

1,411 

67 

1,361 

25 

3,495  27 
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TOWN  OFFICERS'  BILLS. 

Robinson  Brown,  Treasurer,     .         .         .         .         .  $60  00 

Franklin  Hadley,  Clerk, 20  00 

George  P.  Hadley,  2d,  Selectman,    ....  105  25 

Sherman  L.  Flanders,  Selectman,      .         .         .         .  45  00 

Alfred  Poor, 48  25 

Dr.  Charles  F.  George,  Superintending  School  Com- 
mittee,         70  00 

Geo.  B.  Morgan,  Superintending  School  Committee,  25  00 

Alfred  Poor,  collecting  taxes, 150  00 

Auditors,           .                          .....  6  00 

$529  50 


SCHOOL  MONEY. 


District  Nc 

».  1,  S.  M.  Christy,   . 

.      $675  17 

a 

2,  Thomas  D.  Sargent  and  C 

K.  Pierce,           60  92 

u 

3,  Leonard  Robinson,    . 

112  02 

u 

4,  J.  B.  Moore,      . 

76  6a 

a 

5,  O.  J.  Balch,       . 

...         156  58 

a 

7,  Nathan  Stearns, 

136  61 

a 

8,  Francis  O.  Colby, 

98  08 

it 

9,  George  M.  Eaton,     . 

243  15 

a 

10,  Henry  Blaisdell,  2d, 

140  84 

a 

11,  E.  L.  Johonett, 

124  91) 

a 

12,  David  A.  Page, 

51  10 

$1,876  00 

SCHOOL  HOUSE  MONEY. 


District  No.  1,  T.  R.  Butterfield, 
"  11,  Alvin  Hadley,    . 


1,400  00 
100  00 
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District  No.  1, 

,     JTi-l 

X  iiu, 

.      $322,950 

No.  2, 

29,138 

No.  3, 

53,582 

No.  4, " 

36,654 

No.  5, 

74,894 

No.  6, 

24,860 

No.  7, 

65,345 

No.  8, 

46,915 

No.  9, 

91,443 

No.  10, 

67,367 

No.  11, 

59,743 

No.  12, 

24,441 

$897,332 

GEORGE  P.  HADLEY,  2d. 

SHERMAN  L.  FLANDERS, 

ALFRED  POOR, 

/Selectme) 

&  o/"  Goffstown. 

AUDITORS'  REPORT. 

Notes   and  interest  on  same  due  from  town,  March 

1,  1877, $6,495  27 

Outstanding  bills  believed  to  be  due,        ...  200  00 


Less   due  from  D.  M.  Taggart,    former 

Collector,          .*...'.  $189  71 

Due  from  Alfred  Poor,  present  Collector,  2,197  82 

In  hands  of  Treasurer,     .  1,462  01 


5,695  27 


,849  54 

Indebtedness  of  the  town,         ....    $2,845  73 

CALVIN  WYMAN, 
JOHN  M.  PARKER, 
ALFRED  STORY, 

Auditors^ 


SCHOOL  REPORT. 


In  preparing  the  reports  of  the  separate  schools  in  town,  your 
•committee  has  labored  under  some  disadvantages,  and  the  re- 
ports are  not  so  complete  as  could  be  desired.  Rev.  Mr.  Mor- 
gan was  chosen  second  on  the  board  of  superintending  school 
committee,  and  had  charge  of  the  schools  in  the  west  part  of 
the  town.  During  the  summer  his  duties  called  him  elsewhere, 
and  thus  left  the  burden  of  the  labor  on  the  remaining  member. 
In  the  hurry  of  his  departure  a  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
schools  under  his  immediate  charge  was  forgotten  or  mislaid, 
and  thus  but  little  can  be  written,  except  on  hearsay,  which  is 
rather  unreliable  evidence. 

The  schools  for  the  past  year  have  been  in  the  main  success- 
ful. Improvement  could  undoubtedly  have  been  made  in  all. 
But  while  some  have  been  very  good  others  have  been  not  quite 
up  to  the  standard  of  what  such  schools  ought  to  be.  Vai*ious 
reasons  could  be  named  why  this  is  the  case,  and  first  the  condi- 
tion of  the  school  rooms.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  almost 
every  case  where  there  has  been  trouble  or  where  the  schools 
have  not  made  satisfactory  progress,  the  school  rooms  have  not 
been  in  a  proper  condition  for  school  purposes.  Seats  that 
when  one  occupies  for  six  hours  a  day  become  instruments  of 
torture,  ceilings  and  walls  composed  of  alternate  strips  of  lath- 
ing and  plaster  and  floors  that  are  nameless,  with  the  various 
outside  surroundings,  render  the  school  room  more  like  a  pris- 
on than  a  pleasant  abode. 

An  unpainted  exterior,  patched  plastering  and  splintered 
desks,  may  or  may  not  be  economy  in  money,  but  they  certainly 
are  vicious  instructors,  and  the  youth  who  grows  up  under  their 
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influence  cannot  be  much  blamed  if  they  partake  somewhat  of 
their  nature.  We  should,  then,  have  good,  well  furnished  school 
houses  with  pleasant  surroundings,  and  thus  command  a  greater 
amount  of  self-respect  among  the  scholars,  and  also  a  greater 
respect  for  the  schools  and  their  teachers — and  on  the  part  of 
the  citizens,  a  greater  local  pride  would  be  established  to  keep 
the  surroundings  in  order,  and  thus  indirectly  increase  the  value 
of  their  farms  and  houses,  and  while  doing  this,  improve  the 
moral  and  social  virtues  of  the  whole  community. 

Insufficient  support  of  the  teachers  by  the  parents  is  another 
great  source  of  unsatisfactory  schools.  Parents  should  take 
pride  in  the  schools,  visit  them  often,  and  by  words  of  commen- 
dation encourage  both  teachers  and  pupils ,  also  see  to  it  that 
their  children  are  in  their  places  each  day,  and  in  proper  season. 
By  doing  this  you  always  find  your  labor  well  rewarded. 

On  the  teachers  rest  the  greatest  responsibility  and  much 
depends  on  their  fitness  to  govern,  interest  and  instruct.  The 
school  must  be  their  one  great  object  of  interest,  first  and  last. 
The  law  of  kindness  and  sympathy  must  exist,  regulated  by 
decision  and  firmness.  They  must  study  to  make  the  acquiring 
of  knowledge  pleasant  and  profitable. 

The  frequent  change  of  teachers  is  another  serious  hindrance 
to  their  success,  and  it  is  an  evil  that  is  hard  to  eradicate.  Those 
that  make  teaching  a  business  usually  go  to  some  place  where 
they  can  obtain  employment  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the 
year.  Hence  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  employing  those 
who  are  willing  to  teach  five  or  six  months,  and  engage  in  some 
other  employment  for  the  remainder  of  the  year ;  thus  their 
minds  are  not  fully  in  their  work,  and  of  some  of  •this  class  of 
teachers,  it  might  be  said  that  three  months  is  about  as  long  as 
they  can  sustain  themselves  in  one  school  consequently  a  change 
has  to  be  made. 

Horace  Mann  once  said  that  "education  is  the  profoundest  of 
all  sciences,  and  the  most  difficult  of  all  arts."  If  this  be  true  it 
stands  us  in  hand  to  use  great  caution  and  discrimination  in  se- 
lecting our  teachers,  and  when  a  suitable  one  is  found,  retain 
him  as  long  as  possible. 
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The  registers  have  been,  as  a  rule,  faithfully  kept,  but  the 
record  which  they  show  of  tardiness  and  absence  is  not  pleas- 
ant. There  is  some  excuse  for  this  condition  of  things  during 
the  past  winter.  The  frequent  snow  storms  and  extreme  cold 
made  it  very  difficult  if  not  impossible  for  many  to  attend  very 
regularly.     It  is  an  evil  that  all  should  seek  to  overcome. 

We  have  noticed  in  several  of  the  schools,  pupils  engaged  in 
studies  of  a  higher  grade  than  properly  belongs  to  a  "common 
school."  Where  this  can  be  done  without  interfering  with  the 
general  welfare  of  the  whole  school,  no  serious  objection  could 
be  made,  but  when  these  studies  are  pursued  at  the  expense  of 
others  to  whom  the  time  of  the  teacher  of  right  belongs,  it  be- 
comes an  evil  and  should  be  remedied.  This  leads  to  the 
thought  does  not  the  town  need  a  school  in  which  the  higher 
branches  can  be  taught  free  to  all  \ 

We  earnestly  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  the  citizens 
of  this  town  the  subject  of  school  rooms,  which  has  been  men- 
tioned before.  Several  need  repairing  very  much  and  new 
seats  and  benches  wanted,  not  only  for  the  "looks"  of  the  room, 
but  for  the  health  of  the  children. 

The  black-boards  also  in  many  places  are  out  of  repair  and  in 
others  not  large  enough.  Every  school  should  have  at  least 
fifty  square  feet  of  black-board  in  good  serviceable  order. 

Our  common  schools,  next  to  our  churches,  are  our  noblest 
and  our  best  institutions.  They  should  therefore  receive  our 
care  and  support  in  order  to  make  them  as  near  perfection  as 
possible. 

DITKICT  NO.  1.— WEST  VILLAGE. 

This  school  for  the  past  year  has  been  under  the  control  of 
a  board  of  education,  according  to  an  act  of  Legislature 
passed  some  two  or  three  years  ago.  The  following  report  has 
been  submitted  to  the  superintending  committee  by  the  Board 
of  Education. 

DISTKICT  NO.  1. 

The  school  board  for  district  number  one  in  GofFstown,  or- 
ganized under  an  act  of  the   Legislature   of  1875,    respectfully 
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submit  the  following  report  to  the  superintending  committee  of 
the  town  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  said  act. 

As  but  one  term  of  school  has  practically  come  under  our 
supervision,  our  report  will  necessarily  be  brief.  In  submitting 
it  we  wish  to  remark  that  there  seems  to  be  a  growing  interest 
among  the  parents  of  the  district  in  regard  to  the  important 
subject  of  education,  and  a  desire  to  elevate  the  standard  of  our 
common  schools.  Much  depends  upon  parents  as  well  as  teach- 
ers, whether  pleasant  and  profitable  schools  shall  be  sustained. 
And  it  is  for  the  parents  to  say  what  the  standard  of  our  schools 
shall  be. 

All  should  make  it  the  great  aim  and  effort  of  life  to  promote 
the  intellectual  and  moral  improvement  of  their  children  ;  as 
vast  responsibilities  are  soon  to  be  entrusted  to  them,  no  other 
object  should  be  nearer  or  dearer.  Nothing  else  has  higher 
claims  upon  our  care  and  liberality. 

By  the  training  and  discipline  which  our  pupils  receive  in  the 
common  schools  a  safeguard  to  our  free  institutions  is  to  be  es- 
tablished. Our  schools  should  therefore  be  fostered  with  ten- 
derest  care.  They  should  be  improved  and  elevated,  and  thus 
they  will  prove  an  invaluable  blessing  to  our  children  through 
life.  But  if  our  schools  be  neglected,  they  will  become  nurse- 
ries of  misrule,  vice  and  poverty  ;  and  let  it  be  remembered  that 
it  is  a  sacred  duty,  which  every  parent  and  guardian  owes  to  his 
God,  his  country  and  his  children  to  co-operate  heartily  with  the 
teacher  in  sustaining  perfect  order  in  school,  never  winking  at 
or  countenancing  in  the  least,  any  degree  of  insubordination. 

We  would  here  say  to  all  parents  and  friends  of  education, 
prove  to  your  children  that  you  feel  an  abiding  interest  in  their 
welfare,  by  frequent  visits  to  the  school  room,  for  within  its 
walls  are  your  most  cherished  hopes,  upon  whom  rests  the  fu- 
ture destiny  of  our  country. 

Our  schools  the  past  winter  have  been  under  the  instruction 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  II.  Jones,  and  Miss  Anna  M.  Rowell. 
Mr.  Jones  taught  the  higher  department,  and  had  the  general 
supervision  of  the  whole  school.  This  was  his  seventh  succes- 
sive term  in  this  district. 
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His  reputation  has  long  been  established  as  a  teacher  of  the 
highest  order,  and  it  is  fully  confirmed  in  the  minds  of  your 
committee  by  the  success  that  has  attended  his  labors  during 
the  past  terms.  His  whole  heart  is  in  the  work ;  and  if  a 
scholar  fails  to  make  progress  under  his  instruction,  it  must 
have  been  the  pupil's  fault,  rather  than  that  of  the  teacher. 

Mrs.  Jones  taught  the  intermediate  department,  for  which 
she  seemed  to  be  admirably  adapted.  The  scholars  under  her 
instruction  evidently  made  a  good  degree  of  progress.  The 
term  passed  pleasantly  and  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  all,  ex- 
cept in  one  or  two  instances,  where  parents,  instead  of  acting 
well  their  own  part,  attempted  to  assume  the  duties  of  commit- 
tee and  teacher. 

The  primary  department  was  under  the  instruction  of  Miss 
Rowell.  This  was  substantially  her  first  attempt  at  teaching, 
and  your  committee,  judging  from  their  personal  observation, 
and  the  general  satisfaction  expressed  both  by  parents  and  pu- 
pils, regard  it  as  a  success. 

The  graded  system  of  instruction  has  now  been  in  operation 
for  two  years,  a  period  sufficiently  long,  we  are  sure,  to  con- 
vince all  who  look  at  it  in  a  candid  manner,  that  it  is  a  vast  im- 
provement upon  the  system  formerly  in  vogue.  Improvements 
are  being  made  constantly  in  almost  everything  around  us,  and 
our  schools  surely  should  not  be  behind  other  things.  Those 
persons  who  have  had  the  largest  experience  believe  that  graded 
schools  are  vastly  superior  to  unclassified  ones.  It  is  also  true, 
too,  that  as  a  matter  of  economy,  our  children  should  be  educa- 
ted at  home,  under  the  eye  and  care  of  the  parent. 

To  this  end  your  committee  suggest,  and  they  feel  their  whole 
duty  cannot  be  performed  without  it,  that  parents  and  tax-pay- 
ers of  this  district  shall  appropriate  such  a  sum  of  money  as 
will  be  necessary  to  the  support  of  three  terms  of  school  per 
year,  alike  free  to  all  scholars  within  the  district. 

We  are  well  aware  of  the  hard  times,  and  of  the  poverty 
that  stares  many  of  us  full  in  the  face,  and  the  dread  with  which 
the  approach  of  the  tax-collector  is  looked  upon,  yet  duty  de- 
mands the  effort,  and  if  you  will  compute   what  your   added 
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amount  of  tax  would  be  to  support  the  third  term,  we  are 
sure  you  would  find  it  so  small  that  you  would  consider  it  a  sac- 
rifice worth  making. 

ORREN  MOORE, 
LEONARD  ROWELL, 
ALFRED  STORY, 
ROBINSON  BROWN, 
SAMUEL  M.  CHRISTIE, 
EDWIN  FLETCHER, 

School  Board. 

DISTRICT  NO.  2.— MOUNTAIN. 

Summer  term.  Taught  by  Miss  Stella  F.  Grant.  This 
school  was  visited  by  Mr.  Morgan  and  the  writer  can  make  no 
report  only  from  hearsay.  The  teacher  in  her  remarks  says, 
';The  scholars  all  tried  to  learn  and  made  satisfactory  improve- 
ment."    Whole  number  of  scholars,  5. 

Miss  Addie  M.  Shorem  taught  the  winter  term.  Owing  to 
the  "providential"  condition  of  the  roads  the  superintending 
committee  visited  the  school  but  once.  Judging  from  appear- 
ances, the  pupils  had  made  satisfactory  progress.  The  reading 
classes  were  very  good.     Whole  number  of  scholars,  8. 

DISTRICT  NO.  3.— SHIRLEY  HILL. 

Summer  and  winter  terms  taught  by  Miss  N.  Amanda  Wy- 
man.  Miss  Wyman's  reputation  as  a  teacher  was  fully  sustained  ; 
the  experience  which  she  has  heretofore  had  guaranteed  a  good 
school.  At  the  several  visits  made  by  the  committee  a  marked 
improvement  could  be  seen,  especially  in  the  younger  members 
of  the  school.  The  good  average  attendance,  and  the  few  tardy 
and  absent  marks,  indicate  a  good  degree  of  interest  both  in 
parents  and  pupils.     Whole  number  of  scholars,  20. 

DISTRICT  NO.  4.-KENNEDY  HILL. 

Summer  term,  taught  by  Miss  Abbie  S.  Barnard.  This  was 
Miss  Barnard's  first  experience  in  teaching.     The  school,  thougli 
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small  in  numbers,  made  very  good  progress.  It  is  seldom  that 
one  sees  such  steady  application  to  studies,  such  good  order 
and  respect  as  seen  here ;  it  might  well  be  called  a  model  school. 
Whole  number,  9. 

Winter  term,  Miss  Loella  Pattee,  teacher.  This,  as  in  the 
summer  term,  was  the  teacher's  first  effort  in  "teaching  the 
young  idea,"  It  is  enough  to  say  that  the  school  sustained  its 
former  reputation  ;  Miss  Pattee  worked  hard  and  earned  the  suc- 
cess which  she  had.     Whole  number,  14. 

DISTRICT  NO.  5.— MAST  ROAD. 

Summer  term,  taught  by  Miss  Ella  F.  Barnard.  Although 
this  was  Miss  B.'s  first  term  of  teaching,  the  result  was  quite  sat- 
isfactory. Interest  and  improvement  well  marked.  A  little 
more  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  would  have  made  her 
work  much  easier.     Whole  number,  17. 

Fall  and  Winter  terms.  Miss  Irene  S.  Bidwell,  teacher.  The 
Fall  term  was  lengthened  by  private  subscription  to  nine  weeks, 
some  $35  being  subscribed.  This  of  itself  is  quite  a  good  cer- 
tificate of  Miss  Bidwell's  success.  The  winter  term  passed  very 
pleasantly  and  profitably.  Good  readers  are  quite  numerous  in 
this  school.     Whole  number,  21. 

DISTRICT  NO.  6. 
Was  united  with  No.  9  in  the  spring  of  1876. 

DISTRICT  NO.  7.— EAST  PART. 

Summer,  fall  and  winter  terms,  taught  by  Miss  Ella  F.  Bar- 
ker. This  was  Miss  Barker's  first  experience  in  teaching  a  "dis- 
trict school."  From  appearances  during  the  several  visits  made 
by  the  committee,  the  school  was  in  a  thriving  and  prosperous 
condition.  Miss  Barker's  method  of  imparting  instruction  was 
excellent ;  the  pupils  appeared  interested  and  the  parents 
pleased. 

The  winter  term  was  not  so  successful.  Either  too  much  of 
mischief  anions:  the  scholars  or  not  enousdi  of  firmness  on   the 
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part  of  the  teacher,  or  a  combination  of  both,  rendered  this 
school  not  so  good  as  it  had  been.  The  teacher  closed  the 
school  at  the  end  of  the  seventh  week.     Whole  number,  22. 

DISTRICT  NO.  8.— THEBBITS  HILL. 

Summer  term.  Miss«  Anne  I.  Hammond,  teacher.  Miss 
Hammond  came  well  recommended  as  one  having  ability  to 
"keep  school,"  which  appeared  to  be  sustained  at  the  examina- 
tion.    Whole  number,  14.    ■ 

Winter  term.  Miss  Anna  C.  Roger*,  teacher.  The  school, 
under  Miss  Rogers's  management,  made  good  progress,  showing 
hard  work  had  been  done,  both  by  teacher  and  scholars.  The 
parents  of  this  district  are  deserving  of  all  praise  for  their  inter- 
est in  visiting  the  school.     Whole  number,  22. 

DISTRICT  NO.  9.-CENTER. 

Summer  term,  Miss  Josie  Pattee,  teacher.  But  little  need  be 
said  relating  to  Miss  Pattee's  qualifications,  or  the  result  of  the 
school.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  she  maintained  her  former 
reputation.  The  school  was  quite  large  and  abounded  in  studies, 
so  that  an  assistant  was  necessary.  Miss  Emma  L.  Colby,  one  of 
the  pupils,  took  charge  of  several  of  the  smaller  classes.  All 
seemed  interested  and  labored  hard.     Whole  number,  45. 

Winter  term,  Wm.  A.  Chase,  teacher.  This  was  Mr.  Chase's 
first  term  of  teaching.  If  attention  to  business  and  hard  work 
earns  success,  undoubtedly  Mr.  Chase  has  earned  his.  It  is  sel- 
dom that  we  have  seen  a  teacher  work  harder  or  try  more  to 
make  a  school  profitable.  The  result  was  very  satisfactory,  and 
proved  that  his  labor  was  not  in  vain. 

It  is  no  light  task  to  take  51  scholars  of  ages  varying  from  5 
to  20  years,  and  studies  of  a  still  greater  variety,  and  conduct  a 
school  to  a  successful  and  profitable  end,  having  good  order, 
good  improvement,  and  good  feeling  to  exist  throughout. 

This  school,  by  the  union  with  No.  6,  has  become  the  largest 
in  town  under  one  teacher.     It  needs  to  be  graded  very  much, 
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and  should  be,  soon,  in  order  to  expend  the  school  money  to  the 
best  advantage.     Whole  number,  51. 

DISTRICT  NO.  10.— PATTEE  HILL. 

Summer  term,  taught  by  Miss  Mary  F.  Whitney.  Mr.  Mor- 
gan visited  this  school  and  no  report  has  been  made.  The 
teacher  in  her  remarks  says :  "The  scholars  have  been  studious, 
obedient  and  respectful ;  fourteen  have  not  whispered  during 
the  term."     Whole  number,  16. 

Winter  term.  Mr.  Calvin  Martin,  teacher.  Mr.  Martin  has 
had  a  large  experience  in  school  teaching,  and  the  school  was 
bound  to  be  benefited  by  that  experience.  The  committee  vis- 
ited the  school  at  its  commencement  and  found  it  in  a  very 
prosperous  condition.  Mr.  Martin's  sudden  illness  caused  the 
term  to  be  closed  before  the  notified  time  of  examination. 
Whole  number,  19. 

DISTRICT  NO.  ll.-PARKER'S. 

Miss  Lydia  W.  Dodge  taught  the  summer  and  fall  terms. 
Mr.  Morgan  attended  to  this  school.  The  fall  term  was  sus- 
tained by  New  Boston  money.  Miss  Dodge  taught  the  two 
previous  terms,  fall  and  winter,  and  continuing  in  the  same 
school,  argues  well  as  to  her  ability  and  success  as  a  teacher. 
Whole  number  20. 

Winter  term.  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Burnham,  teacher.  The  school 
appeared  well  and  evidently  had  made  improvement  ;  reading 
especially  good.  A  little  better  order  and  less  whispering 
would  have  made  the  school  pleasanter  and  perhaps  more  profit- 
able.    Whole  number,  25. 

DISTRICT  NO.  12.-PAIGE  HILL. 

Summer  term,  Mrs.  Ella  F.  Paige,  teacher.  This  was  one  of 
Mr.  Morgan's  schools,  and  no  report  is  given.  Should  judge 
the  school  a  profitable  one.     Whole  number,  4. 
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Winter  term,  Miss  Sara  A.  Paige,  teacher.  The  scholars 
being  mostly  small,  the  school  was  completed  during  the  fall. 
Miss  Paige  (and  we  can  say  the  same  of  the  former  teacher) 
must  have  taxed  her  ingenuity  to  keep  so  few  scholars  interested. 
There  is  some  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  or  rather  profitableness 
in  running  too  small  a  school.  The  remedy,  of  course,  lays 
with  the  citizens  of  the  district.  Either  enlarge  the  school  or 
unite  with  some  other  district.     Whole  number,  6. 
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